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Abstract: Similar to modern analogies, in the years1939 and 1944 both groups of „homeless home seekers“ had to cope 

with the lost homeland and with finding a new one, but in a particular way: the German Balts with the traumatic 

experiences of Bolshevism 1919, the Latvians and Estonians with the trauma of Soviet occupation. Following their 

experiences, the paper evaluates and compares, how both groups were and are coping with lost relationships by building 

new ones, how they were coping with displacement, and how they find a new kind of well-being by these coping strategies 
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Introduction 

Background of the following research is the treaty between 

Germany (Hitler, Ribbentrop) and Russia (Stalin, Molotov) in 

August and September 1939, particularly the hidden 

agreement, which allowed the Red Army to occupy not only 

the Eastern part of Poland, but also the Baltic countries; 

therefore, this event was discussed in an extensive way 

(Bruegel, 1978; Buchner, 2010, Fabry, 1971; Feest, 2009; 

Fleischhauer, 1990; Hass, 1990; Herwarth, 1982; Ilmjärv, 

2013; Kaminsky et al., 2011; Kleist 1950, Leonhard 1989; 

Lipinsky, 2004; Müller, 2011 Oberländer 1989; Rothfels, 

1961; Sapper and Weichsel 2009; Seidl, 1949; Snyder, 2011; 

Troebst, 2009; Visulis, 1990) particularly in the Baltic states, 

Latvians (Brueggemann, 2011; Wezel, 2011,und Poland 

(Hoensch, 1989; Kornat, 2009). 

While the Germans, after their return home from Latvia and 

Estonia  („Heim ins Reich“), drew benefit from becoming a 

part of the „Great Germany“, the Latvian and Estonian 

“Displaced Persons” found help in building a „little Latvia“ 

(Rozitis, 2005, Tegeler, 2011; Wyman, 1989). 

Literature review  

Concerning the interpretation of the return of the German 

Balts towards Germany 1939, the theory of Loeber (1972; 

1974)) became widely discussed that the German Balts were 

mostly influenced by the Nazi-propaganda, and that the 

treaties of Moscow forced their return (Loeber, 1974;  

Intelmann, 1984; Lenz 1964). His opinion was contrary to the 

thankfulness of many German Balts (Hellmann, 1979; Schlau, 

1995; Schröder, 2010), who felt rescued by the  German 

government from the Red army (Bosse, 2001); such 

discussions were made since 1950s (DSHI.140, 437; 

Filaretow, 1990; Saagpakk, 2006).While these issues are 

widely discussed, the displacement of the Latvian and 

Estonian people 1944 – other than of other groups like  

 

German expellees, Jews, polish or Ukrainian refugees – still 

needs research (Schröder, 2005), because only few Baltic 

people became forced laborers in the German  Reich ( Baltais, 

1999; Best, 1991 Kangeris, 1988 and 2010; Schwarze 1999); 

because of their strong relationship with Germans, they were 

often stigmatized or accused of being collaborators with them 

(Dankers, 2011). These circumstances challenged – besides of 

language problems - research about Baltic DP- experiences 

(Mühle, 2005). 

Therefore, British documents were important sources for such 

research (Birke and Mayring, 1993; Ruhm von Oppen, 1955). 

These documents show that the British authorities, similar as 

the UN-organizations UNRAA (United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation Administration) and IRO (International 

Refugee Organization) were – during their care for the 

displaced persons –influenced by organizational problems 

(Jürgensen, 1997), by the need of laborers, and by the balance 

between good relationships with both partners, Germany and 

Russia (Rinke, 1987). Concerning the situation of displaced 

persons (DP) in Germany, the research about the camps in 

Greven, Münster, Rheine and other towns is important 

(Schröder 2005; Wermelt, 2002), but also summarizing studies 

about American camps (Sneiders Spidola, 1992). For reasons 

of comparison, the research about Polish (Dölger, 2000, 

Rydel, 2003),  Jewish (Becker, 2001; Eder, 1998;  Königseder 

and Wetzel, 1994,) and  Ukrainian (Antons, 2007) displaced 

persons are helpful. 

Method 

Background of the discourse analysis of this study (Jäger, 

2001;  Keller, 2007; Landwehr 2001 Sarasin, 2003; Weipert, 

2006; Wellmann, 2005) is the life world concept, which 

emphasizes the interdependence between individuals, political 

actions and social frameworks (Diaz-Bone, 2002; Haumann, 
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2003). In this context, stereotypes become a crucial issue, 

particularly concerning (German) nationalism.(Fielitz, 2000). 

During this research, the main discourses about loosing and 

finding home were divided into the sub-discourses, life-

worlds, models of narration, themes and expressions in order 

to demonstrate the interdependence between a particular 

situation and its  transfer into memory, comment, 

interpretation, teaching and instrumentation (Assmann, 2006; 

Erll, 2005; Sandl, 2005).  

By evaluating published and archival official and private 

documents and by interviews with eye-witnesses (Lucius-

Hoene and Deppermann, 2004), such discourses were 

analyzed, in order to find out common and particular attitudes, 

interpretations and values of both groups, German Balts and 

Latvian refugees. 

Following these steps, the socioeconomic background 

(everyday life), the socialization strategies (patriotism), and 

the political value systems (coping with collective trauma) of 

both particular situations of 1939 and 1945 sqq. became 

obvious by  comparing the role of remembrance days, places, 

symbols and narrations between both groups. 

Results 

Evaluation of documents and interviews confirmed that the 

phenomenon of displacement and enculturation, of loosing 

and finding one's home(land) has to do with communication 

issues of any kind (Mitzscherlich, 1997). Both groups shared 

their individual and collective experiences, interpretations and 

attitudes in both ways, internal and external. 

For the German Balts, their balancing between being and 

feeling as both Germans and Balts during centuries, became a 

core issue for their interpretation of the situation of 1939, 

when this ambivalent (double) loyalty was discussed 

(Feldmanis, 2000, Henning, 2000; Jüngerkes, 2010; 

Schiemann, 1918). Influenced by the traumatic experience of 

the Versailles and Brest Litowsk treaty (lost of political 

power) and its political instrumentation (Fechter, 1958), they 

became open for Nazi-propaganda, which emphasized their 

German ethnicity. 

Although the German-Soviet treaties of August and 

September1939 changed the situation in the Baltic states, the 

German, Latvian and Estonian inhabitants first took no notice 

of them, but were influenced by Hitler's speech of October 6, 

1939  at the Reichstag (Domarus, 1973; Wildt, 2006). It was 

interpreted as the astonishing and shocking signal: all German 

had to return to Germany, in order to avoid and prevent 

disturbances of  the „new order“ in Europe. The real danger of 

the upcoming occupation of the Baltic states by the Red Army 

– following the hidden agreement between Hitler and Stalin – 

kept unknown until 1989, when it was opened in Moscow 

during the age of Perestroika (Besimensky, 2002; Bisovsky et 

al., 1990; Hilger, 1955).  In order to emphasize the new 

political concept model of a new German mission (in the 

„Warthegau“), the regime changed the traditional complex 

remembrance culture of 700 years into an „official“ version by 

interpreting the main themes in a particular way: the term „to 

feel at home“ became „becoming a member of the great 

German nation“; the „national mission“ of cultural colonialism 

became the mission of „Germanization“ under the rules of the 

German “Leader”.  

As the evaluation of documents and interviews underlined, the 

situation of the Latvian and Estonian displaced persons 

(Purvinskis, 2005), who were cared by UNRRA (1944-46) and 

IRO officials (1947-50) (Kochavi, 1991; Woodbridge 1950), 

and later by German officials and church organizations 

(Kleinknecht, 1996; Krimm, 1974; Maurer, 1954), was 

characterized by suffering from hunger and by poor housing, 

by the fear of repatriation, by the wish to immigrate to USA or 

England, but also by the devolopment of a  Latvian cultural 

identity in exile.  After 1950, the  „hard core“ of non-resettled 

people was cured as „heimatlose Ausländer“by German 

authorities  who divided them into different stages of care 

(only legal, legal and emigration, or total support 

((Jacobmeyer, 1985; Jahn, 1950; Overesch, 1979) The aim 

was to integrate them into German society and economy 

(Carden, 1979; Tolksdorf, 1990),  which became a particular 

challenge because of millions of German refugees.(Pfeil, 

1948). By the law about the legal status of the homeless 

strangers (25.4.1951), they got the same  status as the 

Germans (Bundesministerium, 1951 and 1952; Dietz-Görrig, 

1992), but  without becoming real Germans citizens (Spidola, 

1992), which they interpreted as an unwanted assimilation. 

Therefore, during their stay in German camps, they built their 

own „Little Latvia“, characterized by language, rituals and a 

particular kind of religiousness and patriotism (Urdze, 1984).  

Discussion 

Considering the different situations of German Balts returning 

to the German Reich 1939, and Latvian Displaced Persons as 

refugees in German camps, the following themes emerged for 

discussion: 

1. Displacement as a kind of waiting station 

What the German Balts experienced 1939 in the „Warthegau“, 

in German occupied Poland, the Latvian refugees did in 

Germany as a kind of „waiting corridor“ for oversea 

immigration. While the German Balts experienced a social 

decline, but without social discrimination or suffering because 

of the same language, Latvians as foreigners often experienced 

discrimination (Bumanis, 1984), although depending on 

external political decisions.  

2. Displacement as organization of waiting 

While the German Balts could feel and present themselves as 

heroes, the Latvian refugees represented their role as 

depending victims (Garleff and Lehtma, 2009)  which became 

part of both memory cultures.  As a main coping strategy with 

such traumatization, cultural activities, such as learning music 

lessons or dancing and music events, publishing texts and 

paintings, which prevented stereotyping, became crucial, but 
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also political actions concerning the situation in occupied 

Latvia (Jaunsudrabins, 2006; Kazakaitis, 2009). Therefore, 

Latvian (and Estonian) refugee organizations were established 

in German camps, which coordinated the organization of 

everyday life, of cultural and political events (Holborn 1956; 

Holian, 2011).  Thus, in Esslingen an association for Latvian 

organizations was founded with the common aim to fight for a 

free Latvia, for the human rights of all Latvians, for the 

community-feeling, and for the cooperation of all Latvian 

organizations (Latvian Central Committee, Latvian Red Cross, 

“Daugavas Vanagi”, economic organizations). A core 

instrument for both, cultural and political intentions, was the 

publication of books and journals by Latvian camp editors 

(Rozitis, 2005; Lauska, 2011), where the value of materialism 

for Latvianism was emphasized as one core issue besides of 

practical and everyday or patriotic topics about Latvian life; 

all these issues were discussed in Latvian camp newspapers 

and journals, too („Latvija“, „Grevenes Zinas“, and others).   

3. Displacement as integration of past, present and future 

While for the German Balts in their memory culture the ideas 

of anti-Bolshevist barrier and of cultural mission in the East 

were crucial, the motive of democratic life and intercultural 

dialogue became important for Germans and refugees after 

1945. The Latvian memory culture, however, emphasized the 

model of suffering victims, which became part of common 

rituals of cultural identity and heritage as the challenge to 

maintain Latviasness and to fight for the freedom of their 

occupied country (Bilmanis, 1944, Grava-Kreituse et al., 

1995; Olberg, 1941). While the German Balts became 

members of the majority society, the Latvian refugees 

remained a minority, which was challenged by stereotypes of 

the majority. Although they became similar rights to Germans 

by the law about the homeless foreigners 1950, they 

maintained stigmatized by their language and culture.  

In both groups, German Balts and Latvian refugees, a 

difference of experience between the generations can be 

noticed: While the adults often suffered from the bad 

situations, children and adolescents enjoyed a kind of 

adventures or – as children – as a kind of game.. 

While 1939 the German Balts internalized the propaganda of a 

new mission in the „Greater Germany“ (Bosse, 1942; Kröger 

1967; Noltein, 1979; Peter, 1998; Rexhäuser,1989; Rimscha 

1965), the refugees after 1945 had to find their own models of 

interpretation by publishing books and crafts concerning their 

cultural heritage, and by their religiousness. Because they 

could not draw benefit from official treaties and agreements, 

they became objects of authorities of any kind and their 

orders. 

4. Displacement as coping with stigmatization 

Both groups shared the same challenge of leaving one 

home(land) and building up a new one by organization and 

improvisation, by values, communication, and community or 

networking within the camps; both groups experienced being 

not only displaced, but taken like a tree with their roots into  a 

new region (Bosse, 1942).  Such networks were facilitated by 

organizations and associations of both groups, German Balts 

and Latvian refugees, such as Student associations (Urdze, 

1984). Like the Germans in Latvia and Estonia, who felt as 

German Balts, but became „Baltic Germans“ by the Nazi-

regime and propaganda, the Latvians were stigmatized by the 

Germans as „Russians“ as a collective stereotype for strangers 

from the East. Thus, the collective memory of the lost and 

imagined homeland became a core coping strategy with such 

stigmatization (Jaunsudrabins, 2006; Maurina, 1975). 

Therefore, love of homeland was a common attitude of both 

groups, but with different versions. While the German Balts 

changed from the motherland to the fatherland, where their 

ancestors came from, the Latvian (and Estonian) refugees kept 

their „mother Latvia“ by heart as the „Little Latvia“, because 

they did not found any substitute. Therefore, they had to 

prevent and avoid any kind of assimilation, while the German 

Balts emphasized their role as particular kind of Germans; 

thus, they both played their role for external views, but kept 

their own identity alive by heart. 

Conclusion 

In 1944, remembering the occupation of 1940 facilitated the 

escape of the Latvian displaced persons, while in 1939 the 

German Balts followed the German anti-Bolshevist 

propaganda and the „German mission“ In both groups cultural 

in-habitation or inculturation became a process of integration 

and new worldview by developing a sense of belonging, a 

sense of identity by emphasizing particular memory times, 

places, rituals (songs) and narrations. Particularly concerning 

the treaties of Moscow of August/September in 1939, and of 

the conferences of Potsdam and Yalta in 1945, but also the 

role of the events of 1918/19 for the collective memories of 

Germans and Latvians, and for their interpretation and 

reaction, underline the crucial interdependence between such 

political and historical frameworks and individual and 

collective experiences and attitudes. Therefore, the evaluation 

of both together, traces of memory and of discourses, 

facilitates new insights into historical events and in the 

impacts on current situations, attitudes and interpretations 

from a social economical (organization, status, milieu), 

socialization oriented (generations, relationships, cultural 

identity), and  political- value oriented (collective memory, 

interpretations) perspective. Such multidimensional approach 

demonstrates, how both groups in their experiences depended 

economical interests, ethnic stereotypes and political values. 

Thus, the attitudes of all participants of the process, became 

obvious. 

References 

Antons, Jan-Hinnerk (2007). Das ukrainische DP-Camp 

Heidenau 1945-1957, Hamburg.  

Assmann, Alaida (2006). Der lange Schatten der 

Vergangenheit. Erinnerungskultur und Geschichtspolitik, 

München. 



Geert Franzenburg / Homeless at a new home: How German Balts and Latvians found their coping strategies after 1939 

and 1945 

4202                     The International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Invention, vol.4, Issue 12, December, 2017  

Assmann, Jan (1988). Kollektives Gedächtnis und kulturelle 

Identität, in: Assmann, Jan/Hölscher, Tonio (Hg.). Kultur und 

Gedächtnis, Frankfurt am Main, 9-19. 

Baltais, Mirzda Kate (ed.) (1999). Letter to the Refugees 

Defence Committee on the Subject of Baltic Displaced 

Persons, in The Latvian Legion: Selected Documents,Toronto. 

Becker, Franziska (2001). Ankommen in Deutschland. 

Einwanderungspolitik als biografische Erfahrung im 

Migrationsprozeß russischer Juden, Berlin. 

Best, Sylvia (1991). The British Foreign Office, the UNRRA, 

and the Displaced Persons  Problem in British Occupied 

Europe, 1944-1947, London University. 

Bilmanis, Alfred (1944a). Grandeur and Decline of the 

German Balts in: Slavonic and EastEuropean Review. 

American Series, Vol. 3, No. 4, 50-80. 

Bilmanis, Alfred (1944b). Latvian-Russian Relations. 

Documents, Washington DC, Birke, Adolf M. & Mayring, 

Eva A. (Ed.) (1993), Akten der britischen Militärregierung 

inDeutschland Sachinventar 1945-1955. München. 

Bisovsky, Gerhard, Schafranek, Hans, Streibel, Robert (ed.) 

(1990), Der Hitler-Stalin-Pakt. Voraussetzungen, 

Hintergründe, Auswirkungen. Wien. 

Bosse, Heinrich (ed.) (1942). Der Führer ruft. Erlebnisberichte 

aus den Tagen der großen Umsiedlung im Osten, Berlin. 

Bosse, Lars (2001). Vom Baltikum in den Reichsgau 

Wartheland; in: Garleff, Michael (Hg.), Deutschbalten, 

Weimarer Republik und Drittes Reich. Köln,  297-388. 

Brüggemann, Karsten (2011). Estland und das Ende der 

Sowjetunion: Der Hitler-Stalin-Pakt als baltischer 

Erinnerungsort für die „singende Revolution?, in: 

Kaminsky,Anna/Troebst, Stefan/Müller, Dietmar, Der Hitler-

Stalin-Pakt 1939 in den Erinnerungskulturen der Europäer, 

291-308. 

Brügel, Johann Wolfgang (1973). Stalin und Hitler. Pakt 

gegen Europa, Wien 

Buchner, Richard (2010). Todfeinde – Komplizen – 

Kriegsbrandstifter. Der Hitler-Stalin-Pakt und die Folgen. 

Leipzig. 

Bumanis, Martins (1984), Zwischen Ethnik-Kult und 

internationaler Kultur – über das kulturelle Treiben der 

Westletten, in: Baltisches Jahrbuch 1, 18-24. 

Bundesministerium für Vertriebene (Ed.) (1952). Ratgeber für 

„heimatlose Ausländer“,  Bonn. 

Carden, R.W. (1979). Before Bizonia: Britain's Economic 

Dilemma in Germany, 1945-46, in:  Journal of contemporary 

history 13,3, 535-555. 

Dankers, Karlis (2011), DP. Memoirs of a Postwar Childhood 

in Displaced Person („DP”)  

Camps in Germany. Branford. 

Diaz-Bone, Rainer (2002). Kulturwelt, Diskurs und 

Lebensstil. Eine diskurstheoretische Erweiterung der 

bourdieuschen Distinktionstheorie. Opladen. 

Dietz-Görrig, Gabriele (1992). Displaced Persons. Ihre 

Integration in Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft des Landes 

Nordrhein-Westfalen, Düsseldorf.  

Dölger, Karsten (2000). „Polenlager Jägerslust". Polnische 

„Displaced Persons" in Schleswig-Holstein 1945-1949. 

Neumünster. 

Domarus, Max (1973). Hitler, Reden und Proklamationen 

1932-1945. Kommentiert von  einem deutschen 

Zeitgenosssen, Bd. II 1: 1939-1940, Wiesbaden. 

Eder, Angelika (1998). Flüchtige Heimat. Jüdische Displaced 

Persons in Landsberg am Lech 1945 bis 1950, München.  

Erll, Astrid (2005). Kollektives Gedächtnis und 

Erinnerungskulturen. Eine Einführung, Stuttgart/Weimar. 

Fabry, Philipp W. (1971). Die Sowjetunion und das Dritte 

Reich. Eine dokumentierte  Geschichte der deutsch-

sowjetischen Beziehungen von 1933 bis 1941, Stuttgart.  

Feest, David (2009).Ethnische Spaltung, nationale 

Konsolidierung. Die Folgen des Hitler- Stalin-Paktes im 

Baltikum, in: Osteuropa 59/2009, 187-202. 

Feldmanis, Inesis (2000). Die Umsiedlungen der Deutschen 

aus Lettland, in: Meissner,  Boris/Loeber, Dietrich 

A./Henning, Detlef (Hg.), Die deutsche Volksgruppe in 

Lettland während der Zwischenkriegszeit und aktuelle Fragen 

des deutsch-lettischen Verhältnisses, Hamburg 2000, 177-86.  

Fielitz, Wilhelm (2000). Das Stereotyp des 

wolhyniendeutschen Umsiedlers, Marburg. 

Filaretow, Bastian (1990). Kontinuität und Wandel. Zur 

Integration der Deutsch-Balten in die   Gesellschaft der 

BRD, Baden-Baden. 

Fleischhauer, Ingeborg (1990). Der Pakt, Hitler, Stalin und die 

Initiative der deutschen Diplomatie 1938-1939, 

Berlin/Frankfurt/M.  

Franzenburg, Geert (2009). Art. Janis Jaunsudrabins, BBKL, 

Bd. 30, Nordhausen,Sp. 684-687. 

Franzenburg, Geert (Ed.) (2012). Trimda Forum 1/2012, 

Münster. 

Garleff, Michael, Lehtman, Kathrin Laine (2009). Von 

Gegnern zu Weggefährten.  Deutschbalten, Esten und 

Letten auf dem Weg zum gemeinsamen kulturellen Erbe, in: 

Jahrbuch des baltischen Deutschtums. Lüneburg. 

Grava-Kreituse et al. (1995).The occupation and annexation of  

Latvia 1939-1940. Documents and Materials, Riga. 

Hass, Gerhard (1990). 23. August 1939. Der Hitler-Stalin 

Pakt, Berlin 1990. 

Haumann, Heiko (2003). Lebensweltlich orientierte 



Geert Franzenburg / Homeless at a new home: How German Balts and Latvians found their coping strategies after 1939 

and 1945 

4203                     The International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Invention, vol.4, Issue 12, December, 2017  

Geschichtsschreibung in den Jüdischen   Studien: Das 

Basler Beispiel, in: Hödl, Klaus (Hg.), Jüdische Studien. 

Reflexionen zu  Theorie und Praxis eines wissenschaftlichen 

Feldes, Innsbruck, 105-122. 

Hecker, Helmuth (1971). Die Umsiedlungsverträge des 

Deutschen Reiches während des Zweiten Weltkrieges, 

Hamburg. 

Hehn, Jürgen von (1984). Die Umsiedlung der baltischen 

Deutschen – Das letzte Kapitel baltisch-deutscher Geschichte, 

2., unveränderte Auflage, Marburg/ Lahn.  

Hellmann, Manfred (1973). Kein Grund zur Dankbarkeit, in: 

Baltische Briefe 26,5-6, 1-24.  

Henning, Detlef (2000). Die deutsche Volksgruppe, in: 

Meissner, Boris/Loeber, Dietrich A./Henning, Detlef (Hg.), 

Die deutsche Volksgruppe in Lettland während der 

Zwischenkriegszeit und aktuelle Fragen des deutsch-lettischen 

Verhältnisses, Hamburg, 40-57. 

Herwarth, Hans von (1982). Zwischen Hitler und Stalin. 

Erlebte Zeitgeschichte 1931-1945, um ein Vorwort erweiterte 

Ausgabe, Frankfurt/ Main, Berlin. 

Hilger, Gustav (1955). Wir und der Kreml. Deutsch - 

sowjetische Beziehungen 1918-1941, Frankfurt/M, Berlin. 

Holborn, Louise (1956). The International Refugee 

Organization. A Specialized Agency of the United Nations. 

It’s History and Work 1946–1952, London/New 

York/Toronto.  

Holian, Anna (2011). Between National Socialism and Soviet 

Communism. Displaced  Persons in postwar Germany, Ann 

Arbor.  

Ilmjärv, Magnus (2013). Das geheime Zusatzprotokoll zum 

deutsch-sowjetischen Nichtangriffsvertrag und die baltischen 

Staaten. Was war bekannt, und wie war die Reaktion dieser 

Staaten?, in: Möller, Horst, Cubar’jan, Alexandr (Hg.), Die 

Tragödie Europas: Von der Krise des Jahres 1939 bis zum 

Angriff auf die UdSSR, München 2013,.112-28. 

Intelmann, Alfred (1984). Aufzeichnungen über das letzte 

Arbeitsjahr der deutschbaltischen Volksgruppe in Lettland und 

ihre Umsiedlung, Essen. 

Jacobmeyer, Wolfgang (1985). Vom Zwangsarbeiter zum 

Heimatlosen Ausländer, Göttingen  

Jäger, Siegfried (2001). Theoretische und methodische 

Aspekte einer kritischen Diskurs- und Dispositivanalyse, in: 

Keller, Reiner/Hirseland, Andreas/Schneider, 

Werner/Viehöver, Willy (Hg.), Handbuch Sozialwissenscha 

ftliche Diskursanalyse, Opladen, 81-112. 

Jahn, Eberhard (1950). Das DP-Problem. Eine Studie über die 

ausländischen Flüchtlinge in  Deutschland, hg. vom Institut 

für Besatzungsfragen, Tübingen. 

Jaunsudrabins, Janis (2006). Ich erzähle meiner Frau von der 

Flucht aus Lettland und dem Exil in Westfalen. Münster. 

Jüngerkes, Sven (2010). Deutsche Besatzungsverwaltung in 

Lettland 1941-1945. Eine Kommunikations- und 

Kulturgeschichte nationalsozialistischer Organisationen, 

Konstanz. 

Jürgensen, Kurt (1997). Die britische Besatzungspolitik 1945-

1949, Zur Frage nach einer Konzeption in der britischen 

Deutschlandpolitik, in: Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte, B6/97, 

31.Januar, 15-29. 

Kaminsky, Anna, Müller, Dietmar, Troebst, Stefan (Ed.) 

(2011). Der Hitler-Stalin-Pakt 1939 in den 

Erinnerungskulturen der Europäer, Göttingen. 

Kangeris, Karlis (1988). Die baltischen Völker und die 

deutschen Pläne für die Räumung des  Baltikums 1944, 

Baltisches Jahrbuch 1988, 177-196.  

Kangeris, Karlis (2010). Baltische Zwangsarbeiter im „Dritten 

Reich“, in Ruggenthaler, Peter/Iber, Walter M. (Hg.). Hitlers 

Sklaven – Stalins „Verräter”. Aspekte der Repression an 

Zwangsarbeitern und Kriegsgefangenen, Insbruck, 43-62.  

Kazakaitis, Laima R. (2009).  Ein Mädchen zwischen den 

Kontinenten: Litauen – Greven –Amerika, Dülmen.  

Keller, Reiner (2007). Diskurse und Dispositive analysieren. 

Die wissenssoziologische Diskursanalyse als Beitrag zu einer 

wissensanalytischen Profilierung der Diskursforschung [46 

Absätze], in: Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: 

Qualitative Social Research, 8(2), Art. 19. 

Kleinknecht, Thomas (1996).Die westfälische 

Nachkriegsdiakonie vor der Flüchtlingsfrage,  

Kirchliche Fürsorge und der Prozess der Integration, Eine 

Forschungsskizze, in: Hey, Bernd/Günter van Norden (Hg.), 

Kontinuität und Neubeginn, Die rheinische und westfälische 

Kirche in der Nachkriegszeit (1945-1959), Bielefeld, 135-157. 

Kleist, Peter (1950). Zwischen Hitler und Stalin, Bonn.  

Kochavi, Arieh J. (1991). British Policy on Non-Repatriable 

Displaced Persons in Germany  and Austria, 1945-7. 

European History Quarterly, 21, 365-82. 

Kornat, Marek (2000). Sehenden Auges. Polens Außenpolitik 

vor dem Hitler-Stalin-Pakt, Osteuropa 59, 47-74. 

Krimm, Herbert (1974). Beistand, Die Tätigkeit des 

Hilfswerks der Evangelischen Kirchen in Deutschland für 

Vertriebene und Flüchtlinge nach 1945, Stuttgart. 

Kröger, Erhard (1967). Der Auszug aus der Heimat – Die 

Umsiedlung der Baltendeutschen, Tübingen.  

Landwehr, Achim (2001). Geschichte des Sagbaren. 

Einführung in die historische Diskursanalyse, Tübingen. 

Lauska, Liene (2011). Peteris Ermanis und Janis 

Jauhnsudrabins. Die soziale und kulturelle Integration 

lettischer Schriftsteller in Lettland und im deutschen Exil, 

Frankfurt/Main.  

Lenz, Wilhelm (1964). Die Umsiedlung der Deutschen aus 



Geert Franzenburg / Homeless at a new home: How German Balts and Latvians found their coping strategies after 1939 

and 1945 

4204                     The International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Invention, vol.4, Issue 12, December, 2017  

Lettland, Jahrbuch des  baltischen Deutschtums 11, 80–87.  

Leonhard, Wolfgang (1989). Meine Erinnerungen an den 

Hitler-Stalin-Pakt, in: Vollmer, Johannes/Zülch, Tilmann 

(Hg.), Aufstand der Opfer, Verratene Völker zwischen Hitler 

und Stalin, Göttingen, 15-21. 

Lipinsky, Jan (2004). Das Geheime Zusatzprotokoll zum 

deutsch-sowjetischen  Nichtangriffsvertrag vom 23. 

August 1939 und seine Entstehungs- und 

Rezeptionsgeschichte von 1939 bis 1999. Frankfurt/M.  

Loeber, Dietrich A. (1972).  Diktierte Option. Die Umsiedlung 

der Deutsch-Balten aus  Estland  und Lettland 1939-1941, 

Neumünster. 

Loeber, Dietrich A (1974). Diktierte Option, Stellungnahme 

und Kritik. Eine Sammlung von  Besprechungen aus den 

Jahren 1973-1974, Kiel. 

Lucius-Hoene, Gabriele & Deppermann, Arnulf (2004). 

Rekonstruktion narrativer Identität. Ein Arbeitsbuch zur 

Analyse narrativer Interviews (2. Auflage). Wiesbaden.  

Maurer, Herrmann (1954).Dienst an Displaced Persons (DPs), 

die Arbeit für „Heimatlose Ausländer“ und nichtdeutsche 

Flüchtlinge, 1945-1953, Stuttgart. 

Maurina, Zenta (1975)  Um des Menschen Willen, 

Memmingen. 

Mitzscherlich, Beate (1997). Heimat ist etwas, was ich mache. 

Eine psychologische Untersuchung zum individuellen Prozess 

von Beheimatung, Pfaffenweiler. 

Mühle, Eduard (2005). Resettled, Expelled and Displaced. The 

Baltic Experience 1939-1951.  

Some Observations on the Current State of Research, in: 

Angermann, Norbert/Garleff, Michael/Lenz, Wilhelm (Hg.): 

Ostseeprovinzen, baltische Staaten und das Nationale, 

Festschrift für Gert von Pistohlkors zum 70. Geburtstag, 

Münster, 56-89. 

Müller, Dietmar & Troebst, Stefan (2011). Der Hitler-Stalin 

Pakt 1939 in der  europäischen  Geschichte und 

Erinnerung. Eine Einführung, in: Kaminsky, Anna, Müller, 

Dietmar  Troebst, Stefan (Hg.), Der Hitler-Stalin-Pakt 1939 in 

den  Erinnerungskulturen der  Europäer, Göttingen, 11-

36. 

Noltein, Erich von (1979). Die Umsiedlung der Deutschen aus 

Lettland 1939. Ein Überblick, München.  

Oberländer, Erwin (Ed.) (1989). Hitler-Stalin-Pakt 1939 – Das 

Ende Ostmitteleuropas? Frankfurt/ Main. 

Olberg, Paul (1941). Die Tragödie des Baltikums. Die 

Annexion der freien Republiken  Estland, Lettland und 

Litauen, Zürich. 

Overesch, Manfred (1979). Deutschland 1945–1949: 

Vorgeschichte und Gründung der Bundesrepublik. Ein 

Leitfaden in Darstellung und Dokumenten, Königstein/Ts.  

Peter, Adrian (1996). Kriegsvorbereitung und 

Großraumwirtschaft. Ziele und Methoden der deutschen 

"Randstaatenpolitik" gegenüber Lettland 1939-1941, 

NordostArchiv V,  2, 387-424. 

Pfeil, Elisabeth (1948). Der Flüchtling, Hamburg. 

Purvinskis, Janis (2005). Life of a D.P., Glen Forrest, W.A. 

Reinisch, Jessica, White, Elisabeth (Ed.). (2011). The 

disentanglement of populations.  

Migration expulsion and displacement in post-war Europe, 

1944-9, New York. 

Rexheuser, Rex. (1989). Die Umsiedlung der Deutschbalten 

1939: Versuch einer historischen  

Einordnung, in: Carl-Schirren-Gesellschaft (Hg.), Jahrbuch 

des baltischen Deutschtums, Lüneburg, 9-27. 

Rexheuser, Rex. (1989). Thesen zur Umsiedlung der 

Deutschbalten 1939, Baltisches  Jahrbuch 6,.218f. 

Rinke, Andreas (1987). Displaced Persons (DPs) in der 

britischen Besatzungszone 1945ff.   Hannover. 

Rimscha, Hans von (1965).  Die Umsiedlung der 

Deutschbalten aus Lettland im Jahre 1939,  Hannover.  

Rosenthal, Gabriele (1996). Erlebte und erzählte 

Lebensgeschichte. Gestalt und Struktur biographischer 

Selbstbeschreibungen, Frankfurt/Main.  

Rothfels, Hans (Ed.) (1961). Akten zur Deutschen 

Auswärtigen Politik 1918-1945. Serie D: 1937-1945 Band 

VIII Die Kriegsjahre Erster Band 4. September 1939 bis 18. 

März 1940, Baden-Baden/Frankfurt a.M. 

Rozitis, Juris (2005). Displaced Literature: Images of Time 

and Space in Latvian Novels.  

Depicting the First Years of the Latvian Postwar Exile, 

Stockholm. 

Ruhm von Oppen, Beate (Ed.).  Documents on Germany 

under Occupation 1945-1954,  Oxford. 

Saagpakk, Maris (2006). Deutschbaltische Autobiografien als 

Dokumente des Zeit- und 

 Selbstempfindens vom Ende des 19. Jh bis zur Umsiedlung 

1939, Tallinn. 

Sandl, Marcus (2005). Historizität der Erinnerung / 

Reflexivität des Historischen, in:  Oesterle, Günter et al. 

(Ed..), Erinnerung, Gedächtnis, Wissen. Studien zur 

kulturwissenschaftlichen Gedächtnisforschung, Göttingen, 89-

119. 

Sapper, Manfred & Weichsel, Volker (Edd.) (2009). Der 

Hitler-Stalin-Pakt. Der Krieg und die europäische Erinnerung, 

Berlin. 

Sarasin, Philipp (2003). Geschichtswissenschaft und 

Diskursanalyse, Frankfurt am Main.  



Geert Franzenburg / Homeless at a new home: How German Balts and Latvians found their coping strategies after 1939 

and 1945 

4205                     The International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Invention, vol.4, Issue 12, December, 2017  

Schlau, Wilfried (1995).Die Deutschbalten, München. 

Schröder, Stefan (2005).Displaced Persons im Landkreis und 

in der Stadt Münster 1945-1951, Münster. 

Schwarze, Gisela (1999). Gefangen in Münster, 

Kriegsgefangene – Zwangsarbeiter – Zwangsarbeiterinnen, 

1939-1945, Essen. 

Seidl, Alfred (1949). Die Beziehungen zwischen Deutschland 

und der Sowjetunion 1939 –  1941. Dokumente des 

Auswärtigen Amtes, Tübingen. 

Snyder, Timothy (2011). Bloodlands - Europa zwischen Hitler 

und Stalin. München.  

Spidola, Ann Sneiders (1992). Mentalität und Ökonomie in 

den lettischen DP-Lagern, an ausgewählten Bespielen der 

westlichen Besatzungszonen Deutschlands, Münster. 

Tegeler, Tilmann (2009). Esten, Letten und Litauer im 

Nachkriegsdeutschland. Von rechtlosen Flüchtlingen zu 

heimatlosen Ausländern, in: Pletzing, Marianne und Christian 

(Hg.): 

Displaced Persons. Flüchtlinge aus den baltischen Staaten in 

Deutschland,. München  .13-27. 

Tolksdorf, Ulrich (1990). Phasen der kulturellen Integration 

bei Flüchtlingen und Aussiedlern, in: Bade, Klaus J. (Hg.): 

Neue Heimat im Westen. Vertriebene,  

Flüchtlinge, Aussiedler. Münster, 106-127. 

Troebst, Stefan (2009). Der Hitler-Stalin Pakt– ein Moment 

europäischer Erinnerung?, in: 

Raabe, Stephan/Womela, Piotr (Hg.), Der Hitler-Stalin-Pakt 

und der Beginn des Zweiten Weltkriegs, Warschau, 31-39. 

Urdze, Jazeps (1984). Der Baltische Christliche 

Studentenbund, Baltisches Jahrbuch 153f.  

Urdze, Paulis (1984). Die Entwicklung des geistlichen Lebens 

unter den evangelischen Letten  in Deutschland,  

Baltisches Jahrbuch 1, 38-41. 

Vizulis, Isidors (1990). The Molotov-Ribbentrop-Pakt of 

1939. The Baltic Case, New York 

Weipert, Matthias (2006). „Mehrung der Volkskraft”. Die 

Debatte über Bevölkerung, Modernisierung und Nation 1890-

1933, Paderborn. 

Wellmann, Monica (2005). Zwischen Militanz, Verzweiflung 

und Disziplinierung.  Jugendliche Lebenswelten in 

Moskau zwischen 1920 und 1930, Zürich. 

Wermelt, Susanne, (2002). Displaced Persons in Rheine in der 

frühen Nachkriegszeit Münster. 

Wezel, Katja (2011). Lettland und der 23.August 1939: Vom 

„Weißen Fleck" der sowjetischen  

Geschichtsschreibung zum transnationalen Gedenktag?, in: 

Kaminsky, Anna/Troebst, Stefan/Müller, Dietmar, der Hitler-

Stalin-Pakt 1939 in den Erinnerungskulturen der Europäer, 

Göttingen, 291-308. 

Wildt, Michael (2006).“Eine neue Ordnung der 

ethnographischen Verhältnisse”. Hitlers Reichstagsrede vom 

6. Oktober 1939, Zeithistorische Forschungen/Studies in  

Contemporary History 3,1,  129-137.  

Woodbridge, George (1950). UNRRA, The history of the 

United Nations Relief and  Rehabilitation Adminsitration, 

New York. 

Wyman, Mark (1989). DP. Europe’s Displaced Persons, 

1945–1951, London/Toronto.  

  


